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In his Times ar:cle Michael Atherton suggested that it was :me for the Wisden Trophy to go. We do not have permission to reprint his 
Times ar:cle, but The VW feels it right to print, with the kind permission of The Daily Mail, Lawrence Booth’s response. 

Learie Constan,ne's role in the naming of the Wisden Trophy: As ex-England Mike Atherton calls for a rebrand to reflect the 
shared and troubled history of Britain and the Caribbean.  
by Lawrence Booth, Wisden Editor:   Daily Mail – July 8, 2020  

The 28th edi,on of the Wisden Trophy begins at Southampton's Ageas Bowl on Wednesday, bringing with it a reminder that 
— among Test cricket's many prizes — only the Ashes has been contested more oLen. It is a curious trophy and a fragile one. 
When I presented it on the Lord's ouNield to Joe Root aLer England had beaten West Indies in 2017 I suggested he clasp it 
,ghtly; if not, it was liable to fall apart. Since early last year, when West Indies took revenge in the Caribbean, that concern 
has been Jason Holder's. 
Yet, according to the former England captain Mike Atherton, it should be no one's concern at all. The Wisden Trophy, he has 
argued, should be replaced by a piece of silverware more reflec:ve of the shared and troubled history of Britain and the 
Caribbean and of the Black Lives MaTer movement. He rightly notes that the trophy was commissioned 57 years ago to mark 
the 100th edi:on of Wisden Cricketers' Almanack. He then sniffs: 'Surely we can do beTer?' 

In fairness, Atherton makes a good case, in keeping with the :mes. AZer all, no ins:tu:on or statue or trinket should 
unthinkingly resist the winds of change. And so, echoing the Guardian columnist Andy Bull, he proposes the name of Learie 
Constan:ne, the great Trinidadian all-rounder who was a grandson of slaves and seTled in England, eventually becoming the 
first black peer in the House of Lords. A liTle more background, however, may be useful. 

In 1963, an enterprising cricketer suggested a formal prize for the winners of England v West Indies, and — the Almanack's 
centenary in mind — came up with the Wisden Trophy. The player understood the book's significance. He himself had been one 
of Wisden's Five Cricketers of the Year, back in 1940, and his byline had appeared in its pages. He was also friends with Ken 
Medlock, who a couple of years earlier had helped save John Wisden & Co, the Almanack's parent company, from liquida:on. 
MCC ini:ally rejected the proposal but the player lobbied the West Indies board. His persistence did the trick: that summer, 
Frank Worrell became the first captain to liZ the Wisden Trophy thanks to a 3-1 win over Ted Dexter's England. 
The iden:ty of the persistent player? Learie Constan:ne. 

Atherton is right, of course, to say that John Wisden — the 5Z 4in Sussex all-rounder who founded the Almanack in 1864, and 
once, uniquely, bowled all 10 opponents in a first-class game — has nothing to do with England v West Indies. In fairness, 
former England skipper Atherton makes a good case, in keeping with the :mes. But Constan:ne might enjoy a chuckle if a 
trophy which owed its existence to his efforts were cast aside without any awareness of its origin. The Wisden Trophy, it turns 
out, does not inhabit a historical vacuum: it says something profound about Constan:ne's extraordinary ascent, despite the 
prejudice he met en route. That, surely, is worth celebra:ng. 

None of this is to say that Constan:ne's involvement in the story could not have been made more explicit. In some ways, the 
Wisden Trophy has simply existed un:l it became part of the vocabulary: on Tuesday, both Holder and the West Indies media 
manager Dario Barthley men:oned it by name. Their words came as naturally as if they were referencing the Ashes. 
Equally, Wisden would not object if both the ECB and Cricket West Indies decided it was :me for a change. Because the 
Almanack is more aTuned to these ques:ons than some may imagine. 

The most recent editor's notes — published weeks before the murder of George Floyd by Minnesota police proved a :pping 
point for the BLM movement — accused English cricket of ignoring the unconscious bias inherent in its structures. On Tuesday, 
the ECB chief execu:ve Tom Harrison spoke of confron:ng 'uncomfortable truths'. 
If the Wisden Trophy is re:red to the Lord's museum, replaced by a prize whose name openly acknowledges Constan:ne and 
beTer reflects a changing world, we will join in the applause. But there is no harm in acknowledging that history is not always 
as simple as it seems.

Since the publica,on of Lawrence Booth’s ar,cle it has been announced that the new ‘trophy’ will be The Richards-Botham Trophy. No 
men:on of Constan:ne or even the three ‘W’s. To name it so, does not conjure up a wonderful period of Test match rivalry but a one-sided 
era in which one performed superbly and the other did not. Maybe the reason for such a new trophy is to capture the friendship element, 
then why not the Lloyd-Lloyd trophy, two great Lancastrians who served their county, their home and their countries with dis:nc:on and 
love. But then maybe they were too long ago for the laTer-day marke:ng folk to work the angle on…Personally, I wonder if preTy soon the 
name of another trophy will be replaced by the Warne-Vaughan Cup. (Bill. And these are my thoughts and mine alone) 
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W hat's happened to Yorkshire? I heard on many 
occasions during last season. They aren't the 

cricke,ng machine that we knew before the war. I 
think everyone was inclined to agree, but when one 
stops to think for one moment and looks back two 
years, the answer is very clear 
In two playing seasons the county that won 
the Championship seven :mes out of nine 
between 1931-39, and once again in the 
first season aZer the war, has lost seven of 
its regular members, and of those seven 
members six were interna:onal players:  
H. Sutcliffe (Pictured, Right), H. Verity 
(Pictured, below, LeZ), M. Leyland 
(Pictured, opposite Right), A. Mitchell 
(Pictured, below, Centre) , A. Wood and W. 

Barber (BoTom, 
Right). No team can stand a blow 
such as that in so short a :me and 
be expected to be able to rebuild 
and con:nue to win the 
Championship. 
Now another blow has befallen 
the team this year. That great 
match-winning bowler, Bill Bowes, 
has announced his re:rement. It 
leaves a very big gap which will 

require a great deal of filling. 
Are Yorkshire going down never to rise again? I should 
say NOT by a very long way. A trip behind the scenes 
and a talk with a very alive secretary, J. H. Nash, is well 
worth anyone's :me. You will soon 
find out for yourself how Yorkshire 
discover and train her reserves, and as 
a rule the selected reserves are good 
enough for any county.  
 

Proof of that can be seen by the 
number of Yorkshire born and trained 
players who have played and are 
playing in many other county teams 
today. The sole reason for this is that 
they couldn't find a regular place in 
the county team. Only eleven men can 
do this, and rather than restrict such 
men the County CommiTee allow them to qualify for 
other coun:es who require their services. 
To gain a White Rose - the ambi:on of everyone who 
plays cricket in the county - is a very hard and long 
struggle. It begins at an early age, round about 
fourteen, when perhaps the boy catches the eye of an 
old player or a CommiTee member. Don't laugh at the 
men:on of a CommiTee member, because the 
members of the Yorkshire County Cricket Club 

CommiTee are very enthusias:c members. They 
represent various districts throughout the county and 
are elected by the county members in their own 
districts, who expect them to help find the young 
players who will eventually step into the first team. 

The young boy who has been no:ced is watched 
very carefully and during the early winter he will 
be asked to aTend special prac:ces, under the 
county coach, Arthur Mitchell. These prac:ces 
begin in January and held twice a week up to the 
middle of April. Everyone who aTends them is 
paid return railway fares plus ten shillings out-of-
pocket expenses.  
 

As these prac:ces progress the youngsters gain 
much knowledge and experience. The beTer ones 
con:nue to be asked to aTend right up to mid-
April. At this period the regular members are 

called up for ten days' intensive 
prac:ce. During these ten days 
the youngsters prac:ce with 
the regular players and gain 
further knowledge. AZer these 
prac:ces are over the young 
players go back to their clubs to 
begin their season. It is from 
these players that the second 
team is formed which makes 
the background and nursery for 
the first eleven. 
We do not chop and change out first team about more 
than we can help. When we think we have the right 

man, in he goes to the first team and he stays 
there to make his name. Of course there have 
been misfits and mistakes, but not many. 
When he has seTled down and made his 
place secure the great day arrives - the day 
he receives his county cap.  
 

When that day does come it is almost the end 
of the hard road, but not quite, because he 
knows that he must maintain his form to 
keep in the side, always remembering that 
other men are trying to do just what he did. 
It is interes:ng to 
note that during the 

years 1932-39 the average 
number of men who 
represented the county during 
any one season was 19. Since 
the war the average has risen 
to 24-25. This requires very 
liTle explana:on. We are 
rebuilding and looking ahead 
five or more years (cont’d..). 

What’s happened to Yorkshire, by A.B. Sellers - Wisden 1948
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The second team costs the club at least £1,000 per 
year and has done for some :me, but it is money well 
spent. I am delighted to see that many other coun:es 
are adop:ng the same principle. They will reap the 
benefit in later years, I know. 
Building a Championship side does not only mean that 
all its members have to be good batsmen and bowlers. 
They have to be something else besides, the most 
important being good fieldsmen. In my opinion far too 
liTle aTen:on is paid to this department of the game. 
It is fielding that wins matches; a side that can hold its 
catches and be in the right place to take these catches 
will win every :me. What I have seen of the average 
young player today as regards fielding ability rather 
shakes me. He does not seem to have spent a great 
deal of :me prac:sing fielding, which is a thousand 
pi:es. No young player will become top-class without 
paying much aTen:on to fielding. 
He has to be a good mixer and have a good 
temperament. Cricket is a funny game, it is a glorious 
game, but it can become most disappoin:ng when 
your luck is out. It is at :mes such as this that the real 
cricketer will come out on top. 
All these points are very carefully watched in the 
second team, and, once again, when a new man comes 
into the County team for the first :me.  
 

It is then that the older members of the first team look 

aZer him, always remembering that they themselves 
were new once and exactly how they felt. 
Much cricke:ng temperament is gained in the Leagues 
in Yorkshire, where the games are keen and well 
conducted. The county owes everything to the 
Leagues, for it is there that the budding young player is 
found. We have no so-called ground staff, as we have 
no county ground of our own. All the grounds that the 
county play on belong to clubs, as, of course, do all the 
players except those with county caps and perhaps 
three or four of the next best.  
 

These three or four are allocated by the county to 
various clubs who desire to engage them. The county 
club always has first call upon their services. If any 
other player is required by the county club, it is an 
unwriTen rule throughout the county that the player 
be released, and I have never known of any player 
being refused permission to leave his club and go and 
play for the county first or second team. It will be seen, 
therefore, that good, sound and well-tried methods 
are used by the county club in order to find the right 
players and to have always at hand good, sound 
reserves, capable of stepping into either the first or 
second team. 
By these methods we have every hope that in four to 
five years :me we shall have built a side that will once 
again go to the top of the Championship table. 
 

Wisden, 1948

              “A liTle argument soon put the maTer right” 
 

Nowadays the events of July 25, 1921, would probably spark a TV 
phone-in, a ques:on in Parliament or the severing of diploma:c 
rela:ons, but back in 1921, Wisden referred to it as “a liTle argument”. 
Batng first aZer the first day had been lost to rain, England reached 
341-4 when following the conclusion of an over by Armstrong, the 
England captain Tennyson came on to the field to declare the innings 
closed: “Being quite forgeuul that…” according to the Wisden report 
“…under Law 55, as amended by the MCC in 1914, he had no right to 
do so” as the first day had been lost to rain and no declara:on was 
allowed later than an hour and forty minutes before the close; so he 
was an hour too late. Armstrong, the Australian captain, told his 
players to stay on the field before they eventually followed the 
umpires into the pavilion. 
 

Play resumed aZer an interval of around twenty minutes, when 
Armstrong again bowled. Not only had the Test match been 
interrupted by a failure to grasp the Laws, but it was also the last 
occasion in Test cricket when a bowler bowled two consecu:ve overs. 
 

Wisden 

May the Fours Be With You 
Actors from Star Wars and Brideshead Revisited took part in a 
Charity match at Highgate Wood, North-West London, in August 
1984 in aid of the Metro Club for the Visually Handicapped. The 
Metro Club played a team from the Players Theatre. Top scorer for 
the Metro Club was Darth Vader! 

“At the moment of wri:ng these notes the Third Test (January 13-19, 
Adelaide) match has just ended in a handsome victory for England, 
but while followers of cricket in this country rejoice exceedingly over 
that success, the public in Australia appear to be getng very excited 
about the fast bowling of some of the Englishmen and what is 
variously known as the ‘leg theory’, ‘shock tac:cs’ and ‘body-line’ 
methods.” 
Caine added: “That England bowlers, to dispose of their opponents, 
would of themselves pursue such methods or that Jardine would 
acquiesce in such a course is inconceivable.” 
 

C. Stewart Caine – Editor’s Notes 1933 Wisden

I am not one to use any of the online auc:on sites but I do like to 
have the odd look. I spoTed a 1916 hardback on one recently with a 
star:ng price of £4,000. It seemed in very good condi:on, so I 
contacted the seller to ask whether, if convenient for both, I could 
have a look at the book prior to bidding.  
The seller responded, “I have had so much interest that if I set up 
appointments with everyone my family would never see me”. An 
honest enough reply, I thought. I then asked that if I won the item, 
would I be able to collect it and pay upon arrival, to which I was told, 
“The only method of payment for this superior edi:on is by 
moneygram, which is the safest and most reliable form of payment”. 
At which point I ended the correspondence. Moneygram is also the 
payment method with no recourse of ac:on for the buyer. 
 
 

Tom Healy (LeTer to The Wisdener)

“The man is a ferret who goes in aZer the rabbits. In short, he cannot bat his eyelids.” (Mike Selvey on New Zealand player Danny 
Morrison, January 1997, prior to the First Test between New Zealand and England.) 
“He nego:ated 133 balls, exactly the same as Astle, and seldom looked like being dismissed” (Cricinfo on the last-wicket partnership of 
106 between Astle and Morrison that prevented an England victory in the same Test.)
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INDIA'S highest wicket-taker 
in Tests, Bishan Singh Bedi, 
has re,red from compe,,ve 
cricket. He is the second of India's great 
quartet of the 1960s and '70s officially to do 
so. The first was B. S. Chandrasekhar. Though 
E. A. S. Prasanna, the off-spinner, quit the 
first-class game in 1978-79 (and is now 
working in Australia) he has not informed the 
Indian Board that he is no more in the game. 
Communica,on to this effect makes a player 
eligible for a fairly large sum of money from 
the Board's benevolent fund. 
Venkataraghavan con,nues in the game as 
Tamil Nadu's captain and the State's selector. 

Bedi in recent months has been in the news more for his 
crusade against the Delhi and Districts Cricket Associa:on 
than for his leZ-arm slow bowling, which brought him 266 
Test wickets and well over 1000 first-class wickets. He led 
Delhi in the Ranji Trophy last season, but injury prevented 
him from contribu:ng to his team's bid to retain the 
championship. Bombay beat Delhi convincingly in the final. 
Bedi, though he baTed with enterprise, was not in a posi:on 
to bowl an over as Bombay accumulated 500-plus and put 
the issue beyond any doubt. 

Bish' or 'Pa' was both popular and controversial. His Test 
career began in CalcuTa against West Indies in 1966-67. The 
Test which saw one of the worst riots ever in the history of 
the game as a result of blatant police brutality and 
unspeakably poor organisa:on on the part of the Cricket 
Associa:on of Bengal was saved from being leZ unfinished 
by the interven:on of the late Sir Frank Worrell. He was 
then on a visit to India at the invita:on of the University 
Grants Commission in his posi:on as the Dean of the 
University of Jamaica. Sir Frank dissuaded the West Indians 
from walking out. 

Bedi replaced all-rounder Salim Durrani as the team's 
principal leZ-arm slow bowler. His first wicket was the bow-
legged West Indian batsman, Basil Butcher. Bedi made a fine 
impression as West Indies took the series by winning the 
Test. Prasanna returned for the Madras Test and he and Bedi 
nearly beat West Indies. It was leZ to the great Sir Garry 
Sobers and big Charlie Griffith, with pad-play, to frustrate 
the two spinners. But a combina:on which was to bewilder 
the best batsmen in the world on Indian pitches had been 
formed. 

The pair tormented Bill Lawry's Australians in 1969-70. In 
New Delhi the two sent Australia tumbling to defeat to keep 
the rubber open. But their efforts were :me and again 
frustrated by the inep:tude of the Indian batsmen. The man 
whom the Board was always wan:ng to discipline gained the 
captaincy first on an overseas tour. Bedi took the Indian 
team to New Zealand and West Indies in 1975-76. Injury 
prevented him from playing the first Test against New 
Zealand and Gavaskar, his deputy, led India to their only 

victory in the rubber. But 
New Zealand levelled with a 
win, Hadlee-inspired, in the 

last. 
 

For somebody who was kept out of a Test match 
on the insistence of the Board's president, 
PurushoTam Rungta (against West Indies in 
Bangalore in 1974-75), for having made indiscreet 
comments in England in 1974 while touring with 
Wadekar's team, Bedi made it a point always to 
speak his mind. In West Indies in 1976 the 
vociferous Sardar made no secret of his 
disapproval of the in:midatory tac:cs, encouraged 
by Lloyd and carried out by Holding and company, 
by declaring his team's second innings at Sabina 

Park and virtually conceding defeat. In Sahiwal, Pakistan, 
during his last series as captain, Bedi ordered a walkout 
when Pakistan's umpires did not cau:on Imran Khan and 
Sarfraz Nawaz, bowling bumpers in the one-day 
interna:onal. The two Pakistan fast bowlers did so to 
prevent Viswanath and Gaekwad from winning the match. 

Bedi spun the ball just enough. His craZ lay in intelligent use 
of the width of the crease and constant change in the 
posi:on of the arm at the moment of release. He looked the 
easiest of India's quartet to hit but batsmen learnt to their 
dismay that inevitably they were underes:ma:ng his ability. 
But defensive tac:cs (graZing) used by Tony Greig's team in 
1976-77 saw Bedi frustrated. Though he bowled 
economically it was clear that he lacked the penetra:on of 
Chandra or Prasanna. A master bowler on slow pitches 
affording slight turn, Bedi will be remembered for his 
exemplary ac:on — a thing of beauty and a joy for ever. But 
his record in England in Tests was not as good as at home. 
The controversy caused by the vaseline incident involving 
England leZ-arm fast bowler John Lever is widely felt in India 
to have caused his sacking by Northants. But Bedi is not so 
sure. He was most unhappy with the treatment given to him 
by his county but said that he could not believe that the 
TCCB would stoop so low. He has always regarded English 
cricket and cricketers highly. 

Bedi is accepted by every cricketer in northern India as being 
the man responsible for giving the game a boost there. Now, 
with his baTle with the DDCA, he has tried to ensure that 
cricketers in that part of India are given a beTer deal. The 
only mystery of his career is whether or not he ever got an 
offer from Kerry Packer to join WSC. Bedi :me and again has 
been quoted as saying that he had refused an offer. In 
Australia in 1977-78 he capitalised on the controversy 
between the Establishment and WSC to be considered as 
one of the most popular captains ever to tour the country. 
He and the recalled Bob Simpson provided a memorable 
rubber. 

This apart, there is no denying that Bedi is one of the great 
characters of the game. A good friend, a thoughuul captain, 
and undeniably one of the greatest slow bowlers in history. 
 

Farewell to Bedi, by Rajan Bal, 1991
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England captain Mike Atherton was in the crosshairs in 
1994 when he was accused of ball-tampering on the 
a=ernoon of July 24th during the Lord's Test against South 
Africa. A=er TV pictures appeared to show him applying 
dirt to the ball…..  
 

Printed below are the Press Statements that followed, from 
July 24th and July 29th. In the match report in the 1995 
Wisden Scyld Berry wrote: 
‘The first Test between the countries for 29 years began with 
the word ‘historic’ being used to the point of monotony but 
ended with controversy engulfing the England captain, Mike 
Atherton, and threatening his future.’ 
The report went on, “Normally England being bowled out for 
99 on a sound wicket might have caused a great deal of 
anguish. However, everyone was preoccupied by the fact 
that Atherton, fielding on Saturday aZernoon, was seen by 
the TV cameras taking his hand out of his pocket and 
rubbing it across the ball before passing it back to the 
bowler.” 
Atherton was called before the match umpire and his 
explana:on was accepted, but further TV images were then 
shown, which according to Wisden ‘looked even more 
sinister.' 
The press statement below came aZer the TV images were 
shown. 
                    Press Statement: July 24th. 
 

Atherton: You all know I do not 
normally aTend media conferences 
during Test matches; however, having 
spent some :me looking at television 
footage and discussing with Ray 
Illingworth I felt that the sooner I 
explained the situa:on the beTer. 
Yesterday evening I was asked to aTend 
a mee:ng with the match referee, Mr 
Burge. AZer that mee:ng he issued a 
statement 'that he accepted the explana:on I gave and that 
no ac:on would be taken'. In my explana:on I did not 
present all the facts. 

I am here to explain what I did and to answer any ques:ons 
you wish to ask. As you are aware we use sweat to get the 
bruises out of the ball and then rub to maintain the shine. It 
was very hot and humid out there yesterday, your hands get 
wet and this in turn dampens the ball when you handle it. 
You all saw me reach into my pocket, dry my fingers with 
some dirt in order not to dampen the ball. Whilst I told Mr 
Burge that I put my hand into my pocket to dry my fingers, I 
did not tell him that I used the dirt to dry them; therefore, 
my response to his ques:oning was incomplete. 

I would like to add at no stage during my career have I ever 
used any substances to alter the condi:on of the ball. 
I would apologise to the match referee, Mr Burge, and the 
South African team. I hope everybody will accept my 
apology. 

Chairman of selectors Ray Illingworth ALer Lord's Test, July 
24 

On discussing this incident with Michael Atherton this 
morning he told me that he dried his fingers with some dirt 
in order not to dampen the ball. AZer giving this some 
considera:on I decided that this maTer should be resolved, 
'put to rest, as quickly as possible'. 

I took account that the match referee, Mr Burge, was 
unaware of the full facts, that there had been no altera:on 
to the condi:on of the ball and that no ar:ficial substance 
had been used. He used dirt to dry his fingers. Taking this 
into account I have decided to fine Michael on two counts. 

Firstly, for using dirt. Secondly, for giving incomplete 
informa:on to the match referee. He is to be fined £1000 for 
each count. £2000 in total. 

As far as I am concerned this maTer has been dealt with and 
is now closed. 

Mike Atherton: Press statement July 29 

During the last few days I have had the opportunity to reflect 
upon the issues raised at last Sunday's Press conference and 
some of the comments which have been made about me. 

It has been a difficult :me. I have been strengthened by the 
support I have received from the senior officials of the Test 
and County Cricket Board, from Raymond Illingworth, from 

many fellow professionals, and 
from my club here at 
Lancashire. Throughout my 
career I have never had any 
interest in winning cricket 
matches other than in 
accordance with the rules and 
the spirit of the game. I 
respect the values of integrity 
and fair play which are at the 
heart of the sport, and I hope 

that my career to date has reflected those values. 

I am conscious of the cri:cisms which have been levelled at 
me, and I am anxious to put the record straight and clarify 
anything which remains unclear. 
 

Last Sunday I explained the reason for putng my hand in my 
pocket to dry my hands on some dirt or dust which was 
there. I had picked up this dirt about 10 or 15 minutes 
before the televised 'incident' during an over bowled by 
Darren Gough. I had picked up the dirt from an old wicket a 
short distance away from the Test match pitch and in full 
view of anyone who was watching me at the :me. What I 
did could have been seen by umpires, players or spectators. 

As I have said, the incident which has come under scru:ny 
occurred about two or three overs later, when I put my hand 
in my right pocket to dry it on the dirt or dust which was 
there. When I took my hand out of my pocket, and placed 
my fingers on the ball, it was not with the inten:on of 
altering the condi:on of it in any way. 
There was dust in my pocket and on a couple of occasions, 

Finger of Suspicion
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keeping the ball dry and ensuring that sweaty hands had not 
dampened the ball. 

This is the full and complete truth of what happened. There 
was no other substance in my pocket and at no :me did I 
aTempt to unlawfully alter the condi:on of the ball. As you 
are aware, the umpires have confirmed the ball was not 
damaged at any stage, and I am concerned to think that my 
ac:ons have been misinterpreted. 

I have expressed my full apologies to the match referee, 
Peter Burge, for my foolishness in not telling him of the dirt 
in my pocket. Thinking back to that mee:ng, I gave my 
response without considering the consequences and 
believing that I had done nothing improper, but not wishing 
to raise any suspicions about my ac:ons. 

I cannot turn the clock back, but I fully accept that on this 
occasion I was thoughtless and should have given him the 
full picture. I have apologised to Peter Burge and that 
apology has been fully accepted. 

I have always taken pride in my own honesty and integrity, 
and while it is for others to judge, I would like to think that 
my cricket career so far has reflected those principles. I 
repeat that at no :me during my career have I cheated or 
aTempted to cheat and nor did I do so on this occasion. 

I am now anxious to turn my full aTen:on and efforts 
towards my responsibili:es as England captain, par:cularly 
preparing for the second Cornhill Test match which begins at 
Headingley on Thursday. 

I remain fully commiTed to the cause of English cricket and, 
having been as open and frank as possible about the issues 
raised during the Lord's Test match, I do not intend to say 
anything further on the subject aZer today's Press 
conference. 
 
Some quotes at the :me… 
Illingworth fines Atherton for having dirt in his pocket, but 
there’s nothing in the Laws against this. So why was he 
fined? 
Bob Willis. 
 

The pictures on television look a bit suspect, but I don't 
believe anyone can prove that Atherton is telling a lie, so 
you’ve got to accept it. For this reason, people calling for his 
head are quite ridiculous. 
Chris Broad. 

As any ball-tamperer worth his salt knows. These are not 
the ac:ons of somebody who is wilfully trying to alter the 
condi:on of the ball; his touch is too light… 
Derek Pringle. 
 

This small, silly error was blown out of all propor,on by 
the prying camera and by the hysterical clamouring for the 
head of a man who has carried our beloved, if limping, 

cricket team through a blisteringly difficult year. 
Mark Nicholas. 
 

I am prepared to give Atherton the benefit of the doubt, 
which is more than the English media were prepared to do 
when they accused Wasim Akram and War Younis of 
chea:ng. 
Omar Kureishi. 
 

If the umpires don't have a problem with unfair play then 
he should stay. The media should not decide whether a 
player should stay or go. 
Imran Khan. 
 

My tragedies a good job from ,me to ,me, but the 
Atherton episode was disgraceful. A man’s career, life and 
reputa:on were on the line and so few, in the rush of instant 
journalism, gave a damn. 
Ian Wooldridge. 
 

It’s a storm in a tea cup, a media beat-up that is making it 
seem a lot worse tan it deserves. 
Allan Border. 
 

Talent creates jealousies in those less able and they wait to 
prey upon mistakes and exaggerate them in a vain aTempt 
to reduce the talented person to size. 
Graeme Fowler. 
 

Enter the Bri,sh media with all the subtlety of a Merv 
Hughes belch. “ATHERTON MUST GO. SACK THE CHEAT. 
HANG THE SCOUNDREL. TRANSPORT HIM TO THE 
COLONIES.”  
(He could always get a game of club cricket in Port Arthur.) 
Blah, blah, blah. 
Geoff Lawson. 

 

 

A sort of ‘unrelated’ leKer that appeared in Wisden Cricket 
Monthly in September 1995. 
 

Ray Illingworth has said he wants England’s cricketers to be 
seen as ‘whiter than white’. Why then does he allow them 
to take the field at the start of a day’s play in filthy trousers 
(and that’s only on the outside)? On the Sunday of the 
Lord’s Test, Atherton and Fraser were probably the dir:est. 
The ‘take’ from the Lord’s Test is said to have been about 
£2 million. If the TCCB s:ll can't provide clean uniforms to 
start a day’s work, perhaps Sketchley or Persil may be 
prepared to take a sponsorship. 
England wear lions on their caps but seem to have very 
liTle pride. 
Mr. W. Bagust.

Contact details are as follows: Telephone - 07966 513171 or 01480 819272:  
Email:   -    furmedgefamily1864@gmail.com   or furmedgefamily@b:nternet.com

mailto:furmedgefamily1864@gmail.com
mailto:furmedgefamily1864@gmail.com
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England on top of the World:  July 4 - 10 
 

An hour before lunch on the last day of the 
second Test match at Trent Bridge. England 
won a commendable victory over the Rest of 
the World. The margin was eight wickets, 
convincing enough—and runs came from the 
‘proba:oners,’ Luckhurst 113 not out, 
Cowdrey 64 and Fletcher 69 not out. 
Colin Cowdrey rarely features in the class of the 
hopefuls, but he has been desperately short of runs for 
Kent so far this season. His pedigree is irrefutable, but 
one feared that the :me would come when the 
selectors could wait no longer for performances to 
match it. Many professional cricketers will take delight 
in the success of Keith Fletcher. He played wonderfully 
well for his 50, out-scoring Luckhurst and bringing into 
the Test arena many of the aTrac:ve and telling 
strokes which have persuaded county sides of his 
extensive talents. 
The reac:on to the defeat by the Rest of the World 
selectors was to replace Graham McKenzie by Peter 
Pollock, and Farouk Engineer by Deryck Murray. 
Murray has played no cricket of substance for some 
:me and is a surprise inclusion. 
This was also the week of GilleTe Cup fervour. 
Capitalising on a notable contribu:on from Tony Greig, 
five for 42 and 54 runs, Sussex beat Kent. Somerset did 
a fair giant-killing job on NoTs, aZer Harris had got 101 
and Sobers 96 not out. Burgess led a late assault 
striking 49, including two sixes and four fours, to help 
collect 83 off the last 12 overs. 
Surrey snatched a narrow win over Middlesex. Willis 
took six for 48, but the scores of both sides were high. 
Surrey baTed first and got 280 for five. Middlesex got 
272 for nine. A fine contest. 
Lancashire saw off Hampshire fairly comfortably. 
Lever’s five for 30 and ShuTle-worth’s three for 24 
seTled that. An innings of 63 not out by Wood 
anchored the Lancashire innings of 143 for five in 35 
overs. 
Freddie Trueman offered to come back and bowl for 
Yorkshire if required, so it was announced early in the 
week. The offer was turned down by Yorkshire within a 
few days —a very correct decision. Yorkshire are right 
to accept their bad :mes and build for the future. It is 
unwise to compromise with senior players passed their 
best, just to edge respectability in the table. Yet Fred 
would, of course, always be a fine bowler, and a 
wicket-taker too. 
Lancashire ride high; Ward injured:  July 11 - 17 
A week of high ac:on, Test and county, and a mee:ng 
of the Interna:onal Cricket Conference to debate the 
experimental Ibw law, and also the possibility of 
abolishing the leg-bye. 

First to the Test. Illingworth is the elected captain of 
England for this third Test, but with the announcement 
of the Australian tour captaincy so imminent, much 
discussion has rested on the compara:ve merits of 
Illingworth and Cowdrey. 
By Friday night, the :me of wri:ng, Cowdrey has 
picked up a nought—lbw b Sobers; England were 
bowled out mainly by Procter (five for 46) for 294, and 
the Rest, in threatening fashion, have compiled 296 for 
four. Richards 47, Pollock 40 and Kanhai 71 built the 
founda:on. Now Sobers (not out 63) and Lloyd (not 
out 62), both of whom murdered the new ball aTack, 
are set to advance the innings. 
The wicket at Edgbaston is slow and turns slowly, yet 
the wickets have come from the faster men. Snow, 
bustling in with much determina:on and skill, has 
captured three for 72 in 24 overs so far. 
Fletcher also failed to score* so he and Cowdrey must 
look to the second innings again, as they had to at 
Trent Bridge. But there may be a liTle fielding to do 
yet! 
Glamorgan lost to Leicestershire by nine wickets, 
Graham McKenzie returning match figures of 12 for 
127, yet the Welsh county moved up from third place 
to second in the table. No other result came in the first 
game of the week. Yet by the close of the week 
Lancashire have beaten Middlesex, Peter Lever taking 
six for 37 in the first innings; Kent beat Hampshire by 
49 runs; Worcestershire beat Sussex by 10 wickets; 
Yorks beat Leicestershire by 17 runs and Derbyshire 
beat Northants by 58 runs. This leZ the final placings 
slightly altered—Lancashire 143 pts, Glamorgan 137, 
Surrey 133, Sussex 132, Northants 130, Derbyshire 
125, Warwicks 121. Really, anything is possible in this 
year’s compe::on, though many would go firmly for 
Lancashire at this stage. They have three 
Championship games in hand, and are riding high in all 
three compe::ons, GilleTe, John Player League and 
the County Championship. Will they do a Leeds United 
and miss all three? I do not think so. Because they are 
basically a young side, I feel they will not suffer under 
pressure. It may sound paradoxical, but life at the top 
is harder to sustain by a team who have been long-
:me losers or narrow failures. Lancashire might just 
breeze in with their youthful appe:te for success and 
take the GilleTe and the League. They will find many 
challenges in the Championship.

One of the most momentous decisions ever taken in cricket was 
the cancella:on of the South Africa tour to the UK in 1970. The VW 
is proud to con:nue to reprint Glamorgan Captain A.R. Lewis’s 
journal of the 1970 season. The poli:cal and spor:ng impact on all 
and a detailed look at how the 1970 domes:c cricket season 
unfolded. It is important to point out that none of the images used 
were contained in the original ar:cle.

The 1970 Season (part 3)
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Somerset were challenging the Lancashire League 
crown but Clive Lloyd soon put paid to that. He 
clubbed 134 not out in a total of 255. Lloyd faced a 
mere'74 deliveries and Somerset were removed 100 
runs short of the incredible target. However, Kent and 
Derbyshire, with 28 points each, are close behind the 
leaders who have 32. Kent beat Derbyshire at 
Maidstone. 
Majid Khan scored a brilliant double century for 
Cambridge in the University match which was rained 
off on the Tuesday when Cambridge, the strong 
favourites, were well placed. He became just the fiZh 
in a select list of those who have reached 200 in a 
game—the elder Nawab of Pataudi, G. Goonesena, A. 
Ratcliffe, and M. J. K. Smith are the others. 
Majid was elected next year’s Cambridge captain. Mike 
Burton remains as captain of Oxford. Dudley Owen-
Thomas is the Cambridge secretary, and his 
counterpart at Oxford is Barry May, who is Rhodesian, 
like his captain. 
The news of Alan Ward, England’s fast bowler, is that 
his ankle injury persists. It is clearly important to get 
him absolutely fit and built up for the rigours of 
Australia this winter. 
Apart from Majid’s innings and McKenzie’s fine 
bowling, the performance of the week came from Basil 
d’Oliveira who made 110 in England’s first innings at 
Birmingham. 

Illingworth chosen as tour captain:  July 18 - 24 
Illingworth to lead in Australia. Cowdrey offered the 
role to which he is painfully accustomed, that of vice-
captain. This is the news of greatest moment, which at 
last has silenced the glut of biased journalism aimed at 
the destruc:on of the unfavoured one, rather than an 
appraisal of their virtues, and the closeness of the 
issue. 
What an amazing volte-face for Ray Illingworth’s 
career. Moving to Leicestershire to play out the 
remainder of his days he finds himself achieving the 
highest honour, knowing that he would never have 
skippered England had he remained with his na:ve 
Yorkshire. 
To my mind he is an outstanding prac::oner of the 
game in the middle, with ball, with bat and with the 
mind. It was said that Colin Cowdrey (Pictured, LeZ) 
was the man in possession and that Illingworth was 
the ‘caretaker.’ But that was scarcely the posi:on aZer 

Illingworth had led England to a two-
nil victory over the West Indies, and 
a two-nil victory over New Zealand, 
and had just levelled the Rest of the 
World series at one each. Illingworth 
has been an unqualified success; 
Cowdrey, too, succeeded against 
Australia in England and in the West 
Indies. Their very differing virtues 

became well known, and either protagonist would 
have been acceptable. Both would have been unlucky 
to come second in the race. 
 

Cowdrey apparently felt that he had let Kent down. He 
made a press statement at Canterbury: ‘I do feel very 
much for the good cricke:ng folk of Kent. I feel 
desperately that I have let them down. Whenever I 
have been successful either for Kent or England they 
have shown how much they have shared in these 
successes. 
‘This last year or so 1 have fought to recover from 
injury, in part to lead Kent in their centenary year and 
also in the hope that I might have the honour to lead 
England in Australia. Apart from any personal 
disappointment I am disappointed for Kent cricket as 
much as anything else.’ 
I feel Colin is being hard on himself. The whole cricket 
world has waited pa:ently for his return to batng 
form and rejoices in his come-back. Not even if he had 
struck the richest vein of batng performance could he 
have changed the selectors’ decision. He was 
compe:ng with an eminently successful captain, and 
only Ray Illingworth’s failure could have opened the 
door to his return. The maTer was almost totally out of 
his hands. There has been no debt incurred to Kent 
cricket. Just bad luck. 
The Rest of the World won a five-wicket victory over 
England, though England’s batsmen fought hard in 
their second effort of 409. Only Edrich and Underwood 
got under 20. Illingworth dismissed Lloyd and Sobers 
for the second :me in the match, and Underwood took 
two wickets. Snow one. 
 

Glamorgan narrowly avoided the follow-on at 
Glastonbury, then compiled 332 for five to beat 
Somerset and return to the top of the Championship 
table. Lancashire, Derbyshire and Surrey have played 
three games less and are so closely in touch as to 
suggest their righuul posi:on is ahead of the County 
Champions. 
Lancashire overpowered Somerset in the GilleTe Cup 
semi-finals, the innings of Clive Lloyd, 43, and John 
Sullivan, 50, being the decisive factors. Sussex scraped 
home against Surrey. John Snow (Pictured, below, 
right) bowled outstandingly well, restric:ng Surrey to 
196. Despite Sussex’s efforts to give the game away by 
slogging too soon, it was Snow again, this :me with 
the bat, who kept cool, struck a good off-drive off the 
last ball with two runs needed to 
win. Poor In:khab took his eye 
off the ball, misfielded, and 
Surrey had bungled the fairly 
manageable exercise of laying 
back in the field to give the one, 
but stop the two. The scores 
ended equal, but Sussex had lost 
fewer wickets, eight instead of 
10. 
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The outstanding county clash was between Derbyshire 
and Lancashire, both contenders for the John Player 
League and Championship honours. Lancashire thrust 
aside Derbyshire’s challenge almost as easily as the 
reverse happened in the three-day game. It was 
Lancashire’s first three-day loss of the season. 
Kent’s Sunday challenge was disturbed by a good 
Yorkshire win at Leeds. Ackerman and Leary top the 
six-hit parade with 10 sixes. R. Carter, David Hughes, 
Peter Lever and Derek Underwood have taken four 
wickets in an innings twice. 
That great Hampshire fast bowler, ‘Butch’ White has 
had a car:lage removed from his knee and will not 
play again this season. 
 

Barlow's hat-trick:  July 25 - 31 
Eddie Barlow (Pictured, below) whose watchful batng 
and eager, bustling bowling personify resolu:on and 
compe::on, scythed through England’s tail in the first 
innings of the fourth Test at Headingley with four 
wickets in five balls, including the hat-trick. 

It was the first Test hat-
trick for 10 years, 
removing KnoT, Old 
and Wilson. Illingworth 
followed. Indeed only 
M. J. C. Allom, the 
reigning MCC President, 
has ever taken four in 

five balls in Tests and that was in New Zealand in 
1929-30. 
Sobers put England in to bat, on a pitch which held 
some moisture and in atmosphere reasonably heavy. 
By lunch Sobers returned the bowling figures of 
17-11-14-0. Barlow, on the other hand, had trapped 
BoycoT and Cowdrey for 34. Cowdrey, one, and 
Pollock, three, yet again demonstrated how even the 
great become enmeshed in the human complexi:es of 
the game.  
Cowdrey, aZer a week of considering, resolved to act 
as Illingworth’s vice-captain in Australia. It was a 
strange thing to do, to delay so long before deciding, 
with that very odd statement of ‘failing the Ken:sh 
cricket lovers’ thrown in. But when the game goes 
badly for anyone, and disappointment comes, strange 
ac:ons come too. Cowdrey’s best innings have been 
produced in the face of cri:cism. He can succeed in 
Australia. It’s his accustomed role. 
So Barlow finished with seven for 64, and only Fletcher 
89, and Illingworth 58, resisted to great effect. For the 
Rest, Richards has strained his back and will not bat. 
Kanhai has a badly bruised thumb and will only bat if 
required. So Murray, the ’keeper, opened the innings 
and compiled 95 excellent runs. The score on Friday 
night is England 222, The Rest 309 for seven. Sobers 
ominously 75 not out. 

Welcome back this week to Arthur Milton (Pictured, 
below, Right). Recovered from his broken arm, he 
staved off certain defeat for Gloucestershire with the 
fiZieth hundred of 
his career. Six hours 
41 minutes for 149. 
Yorkshire improve 
and can now see a 
way to the top of 
the Championship 
table. Another hat-trick this week, by Cope, their off-
spinner, routed Essex at Colchester. Cope took seven 
for 36 and BoycoT rushed back to superla:ve form, 
hitng a magnificent 260 not out in Yorkshire’s first 
innings and then on the Sunday, in the Player’s League, 
hammered 99 against the same aTack—or should it be 
called defence? 
The table reads— 
Glamorgan 155 from 18 games;  
Surrey 152 from 16 games;  
Derbyshire 151 from 16 games;  
Lancashire 148 from 15 games;  
Yorkshire 143 from 15 games. 
It was good to meet Wes Hall, who is currently 
managing a very successful tour for the West Indian 
Young Cricketers. ‘Schoolboy cricket has not tested us,’ 
he says. ‘We should have played the odd game against 
County Seconds.’ 
Very impressive indeed. It suggests the West Indies will 
not be short of top-class Test players for long. They 
have one considerable skill which could upset England 
very soon, the art of wrist spin. There are many 
accurate young bowlers of this type on the islands who 
are not easy to read. So will tes:fy the Duke of 
Norfolk’s touring team, Glamorgan, who toured last 
April, and the English schoolboys who have had a 
torrid :me sor:ng out its problems. 
(Cont’d in the next VW). 
 

______________________________________________ 

1979 Wisden. 
I recently acquired a 1979 
Wisden and on the back cover 
of the dust jacket there are a 
number of Northamptonshire 
signatures. I must be getng 
old because I had fond and 
long memories of some of 
those signatories: Wayne 
Larkins, Jim Yardley, Peter 
Willey and Jim Griffiths to 
name but four, but ask me to 
name four players who are in 
the Northants Bob Willis 
Trophy team for 2020 and I 
would struggle.
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“Not Wisden” 
 

A chunky lille volume bound in faded greenish-grey 
cloth, measuring 5 ½ by 3 ¾ and containing over five 
hundred pages of closely printed scores, inscribed on 
the front cover in neat capitals is the ,tle: 
                 “The Cricketer Chronicle 1863” 
 

Within on the fly leaf one may read 
   The Cricketer Chronicle for the season 1863  
   A record, with full scores, Of matches played in 1863 
   To Be ConZnued Annually. 
   By Captain W Bayly 
   Volume - The First 
   AH Bailey & Co., Cornhill, London MDCCCLXIV 
The preface of the Chronicle states “It is a record of all 
matches of general and local interest played at home 
and abroad during the season 1863.”  
 

Research through the years suggests that not all the 
matches have been recorded, but it does make a 
gallant effort. The Chronicle contains over 850 scores, 
in 1877 Haygarth published around 250, even less 
were re-produced in the first Wisden in 1864. 
 

“There follows the “General Arrangement” or 
Contents, commencing with the MCC matches and the 
great representa:ve games-North v South, Gentlemen 
v Players and the Two Elevens contests - and 
concluding with a copious index, pages 507-513. 
Twenty pages are devoted to the Surrey County and 
Club games, and details follow of the All England and 
the United All England matches as the teams toured 
the country from Has:ngs to Glasgow. 
During a period when the game was largely dominated 
by great professionals like Hayward, Carpenter and 
Mortlock and the pace of John Jackson and Tarrant, 
Edward Mills Grace strides through the pages as 
irresis:bly as his s:ll more famous brother was to do a 
few seasons later.  
 

County Cricket was as yet in its infancy and the then 
Gloucestershire County Club was not founded un:l 
1870, yet 1863 was the season EM, s:ll only 22, scored 
3071 runs in all games and took 349 wickets. Most of 
these innings are given in full, including his six 
centuries and a 97 when he carried his bat. He ended 
the season scoring 112 out of 193 for the Gents of the 
South against the Players at Southampton and on 
October 15 he sailed from Liverpool with George Parr’s 
team for Australia. 
Considerable space is set aside for the I Zingari and 
Civil service matches (including an Irish Tour) and more 
than seventy pages to Cambridge and Oxford. The 
Universi:es arranged very short programmes and most 
of the details refer to trial matches and inter-college 
games, more than a hundred being recorded 
Over 120 pages are concerned with the performance 
of the Public schools, commencing with Eton v Harrow, 
an unusually high-scoring match (Eton 184 and 285: 
Harrow 268) that ended in a draw. More notable were 
the amount of extras in Harrow’s innings, 56, including 

24 wides. Ten thousand aTended on the Friday and 
and on the Saturday, “a s:ll larger mul:tude 
assembled” 
 

Games involving Sussex, Notnghamshire, Kent, 
Yorkshire, Hampshire, Gloucestershire, Somerset and 
sides from South Wales to Norfolk, mostly “Gentlemen 
of” were included.  
Miscellaneous club matches, covering Ireland, Scotland 
and the Channel isles and matches abroad as 
Englishmen played from St Petersburg to The Cape of 
Good Hope, and from Brazil to Burmah. Military and 
Naval matches ae included, both home and overseas 
and aZer two single-wicket matches the Chronicle 
concludes with One-Armed v One-Legged Men at the 
Oval and Birmingham 
A healthy appendix includes results of Gentlemen v 
Players games (from 1830), Eton v harrow, All England 
XI’s v United A.E.E.s and Surrey v England and North 
XIs. 
On the earlier pages both scores and analysis are 
included-the laTer on occasions when Haygarth wrote 
that they were not aTainable. Thus we see that 
Venables for Rugby v Marlborough at the Oval (Lord’s 
was occupied by the Harlequins and Quidnuncs) 
bowled 57.2 overs for 77 runs and 12 wickets. “On 
Friday Rugby leZ Marlborough the :dy liTle score of 
161 to get. They could not, however, hit off quite half 
their number, so true and raking was the sharp-
shoo:ng of Venables’ leZ-handers.”  
Averages were never men:oned and neither are there 
any summaries or comments on the season’s 
performances by individuals or teams: but the 
informa:on can be gleaned from the scores, and some 
of the brief match descrip:ons are most helpful. 
P34. Surrey v England, Oval, Aug 17-19, “Surrey lost 1 
wicket for 143 runs, and aZer dinner perhaps the most 
extraordinary over ever delivered began. The first ball 
of BenneT’s-Stephenson was stumped by Biddulph, 
the next, to Caffyn, Mr Kelson (the fielder) sent back so 
sharply that Biddulph had the wicket down before 
Caffyn could get round, the third clean bowled MR 
Dowson and the fourth Griggith hit sharp into Mr 
Grace’s hands, the score s:ll being 143. 
 

P42. All England XI v 22 of Lansdowne, Bath, may 
28-30. “G Parr had a finger smashed, H.H. Stephenson 
a thumb, and Tinley’s finger was put out of joint. 
Despite these misfortunes, to win the match as they 
did was a great performance for the A.E.E.” (EM Grace 
made 73 and 9 for Lansdowne, but WG made a pair) 
P252. Sixteen of CliZon College XI v Mr H. Grace’s XI, 
CliZon, June 25, 26. W.G.Grace s:ll only 14, took 15 
wickets and made top score of 20. G.F.Grace, 2 years 
younger, also played. The School, however, won rather 
easily 
 

On the fly leaf of the edi:on I have is wriTen “only 
year it was published” was it a failure financially? It seems 
such a pity 


