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          The Virtual Wisdener 
The Newsletter of  the Wisden Collectors’ Club 

No 23, October 26th 2020.                                                                  

I don't know about you but, and this is a statement 
that I never thought I would ever make…but isn't the 
IPL just a li<le bit interes=ng? ‘What are you saying 
Furmedge?’ I hear you shout in anger, consterna=on, 
bewilderment and shock. Well, I will be honest and 
admit that watching the odd bit of Team A versus 
team D at 5pm on a rainy autumnal evening while 
awai=ng the start of Pointless, does have a li<le 
merit. 
 

Indeed despite my lifelong fundamental dislike of the 
Twenty-Twenty format it is reassuring to see the best 
one-day players in the world actually compeBng, and 
it also brought a smile to my face seeing Steve Smith 
watch Ben Stokes score a hundred in the game 
yesterday…just a liHle reminder that Stokes plays for 
England. AdmiHedly, I have no idea who Stokes is 
playing for and which teams are involved. 
Apparently domesBc cricket in New Zealand might be 
starBng soon and in 
Australia too. I wonder if 
any of the games will be 
streamed live. By all 
accounts the streaming 
of the Bob Willis Trophy 
matches was a success, and I would rather dip in and 
out of a first-class match overseas than get my fix of 
cricket with the IPL. 
Talking of the Bob Willis Trophy I was pleasantly 
surprised by the announcement of the 2021 County 
Championship format. My understanding is that three 
groups of six counBes will play each other home and 
away. The top two in each of these groups then 
progress to form Division One; the third and fourth in 
each group form Division Two and the last two form 
Division Three. In the divisions each county plays four 
matches. The county that tops the second phase 
Division One will be crowned County Champions. But 
there is another liHle twist - the top county and the 
runners-up will then have a five-day match and the 
winners will win the Bob Willis Trophy. 

Each county will play at least 14 matches and no 
maHer what the arguments for and against, we should 
be grateful that we know now what the format will be 
for next season. 
 

The iniBal three groups have been decided based on 
performances in both the 2019 County Championship 
and the 2020 Bob Willis Trophy - this could well be the 
future structure of the county championship, three 
groups/divisions with promoBon and relegaBon and I 
for one, would not mind that. 
AYer about six weeks with no one else in the house, 
Lorraine and I had to come to terms with the arrival of 
the young one, Libby. Libs had hoped to go to Milan 
with two of her oldest friends and when that couldn’t 
happen they went somewhere far more exoBc, 
Brighton. So she came home on Tuesday, went off to 
Brighton on Friday and was home yesterday. She is 
studying at No]ngham - a city that has been on the 

brink of being moved into level 
three for a while. But, this will 
shock you, when she came 
home, she brought no 
washing!!! I know, that is 
almost as amazing as me 

watching the IPL….a student returning home with no 
dirty washing, the world really has changed! When I 
told my good friend Virat 
Kohli about it - well you 
can see how he reacted. 
Thank you as always for 
your wonderful support 
and just a liHle pre-
warning - under normal 
circumstances 
Wisdenworld has a big sale in November when a 
percentage is given to the Alzheimers’ Society -that is 
happening again and I will be announcing it soon. 
 

Keep safe and all our best wishes 
 

Bill, Lorraine and the young Furmedges 

The Next Virtual Wisdener Panel 
I would welcome your thoughts on the following quesBons. Please feel free to answer in as much detail as you 
wish and I will endeavour to print as many as possible.  
1: In your opinion and given the circumstances, was the 2020 English domesBc season a success, please give your 
reasons either way. 
2: Is the structure of the Bob Willis trophy something you would like to see conBnue?  
3: What was the last Wisden you purchased and why? 
4: What are your thoughts on the following statement - Next season, more than ever, the English game needs The 
Hundred. 
5: What are our overseas readers hoping to see in the way of cricket in your up and coming summer?  
 

Your views are important. The closing date is Sunday November 1st. Contact details on page 6 

English County Championship 2021 
Group 1: Essex, Warwicks, NoHs, Derbys, Worcs, Durham. 
Group 2: Somerset, Hants, Surrey, Gloucs, Leics, Middlesex. 
Group 3: Kent, Yorks, Lancs, Northants, Glamorgan, Sussex.
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David Horne hit 255 in 20 overs in a senior sixth grade 
match for North Shore (413 in 40 overs) against 
Waitemata (70 and 80) at Point Chevalier, Auckland on 
November 21st. Of Horne’s 21 sixes, one came from 
the first ball he faced, two hit cars and four struck 
houses. He also hit 24 fours: his first century took 33 
balls. 
Wisden Cricket Monthly Jan 1993. 
 

Owing to the adverse weather condi=ons during the 
opening weeks of the Australian tour to England in 
1968 and the resulBng financial problems the loss of 
cricket caused the tourists, the Australian manager 
asked all the counBes they were due to play from the 
beginning of June to play on Sundays. Only Kent were 
able to do so and for the first Bme in England the 
Australians played on a Sunday on August 18 at 
Canterbury. 
 

Parry, an umpire whose leg had been amputated 
below the knee, fell in ge]ng out of the way of a ball, 
and fractured the maimed limb 
Gloucs V Yorkshire: May 1927. 
 

The desire of Devon for promo=on to first-class rank 
raises many points bearing on the County 
Championship. It may be urged that all the seventeen 
compeBtors do not reach the desired standard, and in 
order to equalize the programme without making the 
fixture list too large, only ten counBes meet each other 
twice…When discussing the case for Devon, it would 
be well to discuss the advisability of making two first-
class divisions, both of twelve clubs, all of which could 
play each other twice…Beyond quesBon we need more 
virility in our county matches, with life and imaginaBon 
shown by every captain; and the compeBBve 
atmosphere could be increased by relegaBon and 
promoBon of two clubs each season while all twenty-
four retain first-class status. The Minor CounBes 
compeBBon would be improved with fewer 
contestants. 
Editors Notes, Wisden 1949. 
 

First-class cricket has increased enormously since the 
promo=on of various coun=es in 1894 and I am not 
alone in thinking that nowadays we have too many 
matches. In my opinion, bowling and fielding would be 
beHer if the leading players were not so constantly 
kept at full tension for six days a week. Not many years 
ago the leading bowlers were able to vary their serious 
cricket with a holiday match now and then and the 
relief did them good. Now they are hard at it from the 
first week in May Bll the first week in September, and 
in fine summers are very apt to get stale 
Editors Notes, 1904 
 

Wisden, wagging a rather schoolmasterly forefinger 
at Hobbs, crisply rebukes him for over-
adventurousness at the start of the 1919 season. 

Wisden has at all Bmes been prodigal in his praise; and 
yet one feels inclined on this occasion to adjure the old 
yellow-backed troglodyte to have a heart. The most 
aggressive batsman in the fiYeen counBes, itching 
from head to toe with the ugly deprivaBons of the last 
four years (1914-18), could surely have been indulged 
a liHle. Jack Hobbs,  2594 runs at 60.32, 7 hundreds 
and 1 double hundred. 
Ronald Mason (1961). 
 

“I used to enjoy cricket, except for one game during 
the holidays when we were playing up against a 
telegraph pole. I was the stumper and when I turned 
suddenly to stop a ball I hit the pole and broke one of 
my front teeth clean in two. It was with me for ages 
because there wasn’t any quesBon of going to the 
denBst. You had to pay for the denBst and we didn’t 
have any money”  
Joe Gormley, someIme President of the TUC) 
 

Cricket, na=onal game of…Belgium 
The tradiBonal English game of cricket was actually 
invented by Flemish immigrant weavers according to 
new research. The sport was assumed to have evolved 
from children’s games played in the south of England 
in Anglo-Saxon Bmes. But an Australian academic, Paul 
Campbell, says the first known reference to the game 
was made by John Skelton, a 16th century poet, who 
wrote that the weavers from Flanders, were the “king 
of creckeHe”. 
They apparently used curved shepherds’ crooks as 
bats, and the term cricket has its roots in a Flemish 
phrase which means to “chase with a curved sBck”. 
Daily Telegraph-March 2009 

What’s this? Cricket was invented by a Belgian? 
According to Paul Campbell, an academic at the 
NaBonal University of Australia, cricket was being 
played in 1533 by immigrants from Flanders. He says 
John Skelton’s poem “The images of Ipocrise” supports 
this theory. Of course, Flanders in the 16th century 
was fought over by three different empires and 
Belgium did not exist; but the claim that Flemish 
weavers were the original “kings of creckeHes” is an 
intriguing one. The word may be based on the Flemish 
phrase “met de krik ketsen”, which means to chase 
with a curved sBck. Are we to make anything of the 
fact that this aHempt to debunk the English 
provenance of the game has come from an Australian 
academic in the run-up to the ashes? If the Aussies 
want to pick 11 Belgians, let them go ahead. 
Daily Telegraph, Editorial, March 2009. 
 
“I find it boring, but I’m not a purist” Sir Allen Stanford 
on Test Cricket, well now he will have plenty of Bme to 
really enjoy it. 
Taken from The Melbourne Age, 2012.

The Batsmans Holding The Bowlers Willey
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The heady mixture of a long-cherished sport and the 
unusual byways of historical research may be something to 
excite anyone who follows the game of cricket. It was my 
opportunity to indulge in these twin disciplines when I 
took up a four-year pos=ng on the island of St. Helena in 
1989.  
 

Although small and insignificant in terms of modern events, 
the island registers a special place in the annals of romanBc 
history as the last refuge of Napoleon Bonaparte. His sudden 
appearance in 1816 on this remote, rocky outcrop gave it 
the instant glare of world renown; and aYer his passing, five 
years later, its name has kept hold of a certain mysterious 
lustre. For almost two hundred years, the island has 
remained locked within the shadow and special aura 
associated with the name of Napoleon. 

It may be enBrely in keeping that St. Helena also holds a 
place in the pages of cricket history; not a major part on the 
stage of internaBonal cricket, but its own footnote amongst 
the anecdotes of unusual events in the game’s history. 

I cannot recall when I first heard of the entry in cricket 
histories Btled “Death of a fielder from falling over a cliff”, 
but it was certainly before I set foot on the island. It 
featured in all the cricket books of the colony, and a few 
years ago, there was a reference to it in the pages of Wisden 
Cricket Monthly. Although I was familiar with the tale, this 
made me curious. On the island, the incident of the cricketer 
who fell to his death while playing on Francis Plain is 
recounted by word of mouth and in a history published in 
1980, there is a photograph of two cricketers on Francis 

Plain with a capBon which tells that a player once was killed 
falling over a cliff on the island. A later book, added pictures 
depicBng the incident from the Graphic newspaper But 
when the incident is menBoned on the island, the details 
become uncertain: quesBons such as “What happened?” 
and “When did it happen?” remain unanswered and the 
accident quickly recedes back into history or legend. 

The Wisden Cricket Monthly arBcle led me to a rare book 
published in 1897, called CuriosiIes of Cricket, which listed 
unusual incidents in the game’s history. I obtained a copy of 
the book, which listed such matches as ‘Heavy with Sin v 
Light with Honesty’, ‘Man and dog v One-armed man and 
son’ and intriguing events such as ‘Lot drawn to decide if 
batsman out or not’, ‘Paralysis of batsman from collision 

with bowler’ and ‘Death of fielder from falling over a cliff 
when following  ball’. 

The last incident is the focus of my interest and is described 
as having happened at Salisbury Plain, St. Helena in 1886 – 
the source quoted as being the Graphic, 20th February 1886. 
Here we have some hard facts but the reference to Salisbury 
Plain raises a quesBon at once. There is no such place on St. 
Helena as Salisbury Plain! All recent cricket matches are 
played on the only area of ground on the island flat enough 
for this acBvity, which is at Francis Plain. Francis Plain does 
lie at the top of a high cliff, although nowadays, the nearest 
cliff edge is well beyond any possible outield. A quick 
perusal of the records in the archives in Jamestown 
confirmed that in the 1880s many cricket matches were 
played at Francis Plain – I have even played there myself – so 
why Salisbury Plain? 

The next step in the trail had to be the Graphic newspaper 
itself. Although the newspaper no longer exists, with 
assistance, the relevant issue was located and the narraBve 
of a visit to the island plus a page of engravings were 
uncovered. Both narraBve and engravings are dated 20th 
February 1886.The narraBve tells of ‘a visit being made in 
July’ and states that ‘the cricket-ground called Salisbury 
Plain is very dangerous for out-fielding, and the pitch is very 
bumpy. 
One poor 
Jack Tar 
lost his 
life while 
playing. 
He got up 
too much 
steam in 
running 
aYer a 
ball to 
long-leg, could not stop, and went over a precipice, a sheer 
drop of sixty feet.’ The reference to July would suggest that 
this is reporBng an accident which took place in July 1885. 
So it becomes necessary to move back a further year on this 
trail of discovery. 

The accompanying engravings were by a Captain E. A. Smith, 
and we can turn to these for further informaBon. From the 
realism of the drawings it is clear that Captain Smith had a 
detailed knowledge of St. Helena. The first drawing depicts a 
boat heading for the shore with the capBon “We go ashore”. 
The zig-zag road that is Side Path is clearly visible (this is the 
main road out of Jamestown into the hinterland of the 
island).  
 

An accurate picture of Napoleon’s tomb follows and another 

The CrickeBng Cliff-hanger of St. Helena

I would like to thank Fraser Simm for this wonderful arBcle. 
It first appeared in his publicaBon ‘Echoes of a Summer 
Game’ - which is a delightul selecBon of personal 
anecdotes, arBcles and reminiscences.
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engraving is of a cricket match, capBoned 
“We play cricket on Salisbury Plain”. In the 
background is a fort overlooking the plain – 
this can easily be idenBfied as High Knoll 
Fort – and the players can be seen playing 
on a dark strip which may be a ma]ng 
wicket. Despite the capBon, the view would 
appear to be Francis Plain, which does lie in 
full view of the fort. That would seem to 
solve part of the mystery – the venue of the 
match was indeed Francis Plain, but, in a slip 
of memory, the author must have inserted 
the most famous of Plains – Salisbury! 
 

The last two engravings bring us to the heart of the maHer. 
They show a sailor ‘Jack’ in uniform falling over a cliff, and 
four sailors carrying a stretcher with a body on it down a 
path – which resembles a rocky road leading from Francis 
Plain, now known as the Barnes Road. This lends further 
support to the Francis Plain/Salisbury Plain connecBon. The 

capBon is ‘And our fesBvity 
comes to an end’. The interesBng 
word here is ‘our’, just 
as ‘We is used in ‘We 
play cricket on Salisbury 
Plain’. The subjecBve 
reference suggests that 
the incidents took place 
at the same Bme as the 
visit – and were not 
hearsay. The visit took 
place in July and the 
acBon in the engravings is linked 
to it. 

The only difficulty with this is that there is no menBon at all 
of this tragic accident in the weekly St. Helena Guardian. The 
paper is a good source of comment and news, and regularly 

gave scores and details of cricket 
matches; but looking through 
every ediBon from 1868 to 1886, I 
found no reference to the unique 
and sad death of a fielder. This is a 
strange omission. Neither is there 
reference to it in the death records 
in the archives, nor in Jackson’s 
History of St. Helena published in 
1903 – although a major rockfall of 
1890 when nine people were killed 
is menBoned. Any incident 
occurring in 1885 would sBll be in 
living memory when this history 

was published. 

One cricket match in July 1885 does feature in the St. Helena 
Guardian: Royal ArBllery v United XI on 9th July at Francis 
Plain. The scores were 29 & 29 against 36 and 24/4, the 
United XI winning. A month later HMS Rapid & Forward 
played the United Island. In the full report of either game, 
there is no menBon of any fielder falling over the cliff. 

At the last moment, the 
trail has gone cold. The 
strength of local hearsay 
plus the strong 
secondary evidence from 
the Graphic supports the 
view that the fielder did 
actually fall to his death, 
and that it probably 
happened in July 1885. 

But aYer two years of digging, and some interesBng finds, 
the exact details remain frustraBngly elusive and sBll await 
discovery. 

Fraser Simm   

The last poser - How could a cricket hat-trick span three 
overs? 
You lot are way too clever, over a hundred of you got 
this one spot on -  
Over 1, last ball the bowler gets the 9th batsman out 
Over 2, first ball bowler dismisses the 10th batsman. 
Second innings! The same bowler takes a wicket with 
his first ball. 

A new poser: 
This might even be a simpler one: 
When was the last first-class ‘Be’ in England and 
name the two teams. If that is too easy also name the 
last first-class Be in Australia, also naming the two 
teams.  
If you would like to send in your answer, please do so, 
contact details are on Page 6. 

The 2021 Wisden is available to pre-order as follows: 
UK postage 
Hardback ediBon including postage to the UK £39.00 .       SoY Back ediBon including postage to the UK £39.00 
                                                Large Format ediBon including postage to the UK £59.00 

Overseas postage 
Hardback ediBon, the price includes postage, £54.00.        SoY Back ediBon, the price includes postage, £54.00 
                                                Large Format ediBon, the price includes postage, £69.00 

If you would like to pre-order a 2021 then please contact me  - details on Page 6. 
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May 7th, 1900 
YORKSHIRE v. WORCESTERSHIRE 

There have been few more remarkable mee=ngs than this 
one at Bradford on May 7th, 1900. Rain made it 
impossible to start un=l twenty minutes a]er noon but by 
six o’clock Yorkshire had won by an innings and 5 runs. In 
less than five hours actual play 30 wickets fell for 193 
runs. Another hard-to-believe fact was that Yorkshire 
used only two bowlers, Wilfred Rhodes and Schofield 
Haigh, and they took less than 48 overs to dismiss 
Worcestershire twice. Rhodes had match figures of eleven 
for 36 and Haigh seven for 49.  
 

Worcestershire were all out the first Bme in 70 minutes for 
43 of which 7 were extras. Arnold going in first wicket down 
scored 20 so the other ten members of the Midland team, 
none of whom reached double figures, made 16 between 
them. When Yorkshire replied they lost J. T. Brown, Denton, 
Tunnicliffe and Washington all to the bowling of Wilson for 
11 but then Wain-wright and George Hirst came together in 
the game’s biggest partnership, 47— three more than 
Worcestershire’s first innings total. Then Wilson who 
finished with five for 25 got Hirst and with Bannister (four 
for 30) running through the tail Yorkshire were all out for 99. 

Most of Worcestershire’s amateurs were absent from this 
opening match and the side was woefully weak in ba]ng. 
Having put their rivals out in 70 minutes in their first innings 
Yorkshire knocked ten minutes off this at the second 
aHempt. This Bme three Worcestershire players managed to 
get into double figures but they were sBll all out in an hour 
for 51 runs. It is interesBng to note that despite the fact that 
10 wickets fell in this Bme Yorkshire sBll completed twenty-
two overs, Rhodes ending the match with the first delivery 
of the twenty-third over. 

An amazing start to an amazing season for Yorkshire. They 
went through their enBre championship programme of 
twenty-eight matches without defeat. The championship 
was decided on percentage and the M.C.C. ruling on scoring 
read ‘one point shall be reckoned for each win; one 
deducted for each loss; unfinished games shall not be 
reckoned’. This leY Yorkshire 100 per cent—16 wins, 12 
draws, 16 points. Lancashire won fiYeen matches outright 
but lost two which leY them with 13 points and over 23 per 
cent worse off than the champions. Even Wisden’s 
commiserated with the Red Rose poinBng out that their 
record ‘would nine Bmes out of ten have been good enough 
to secure first place’. 
 

In all first-class matches that season Rhodes and Haigh 
between them took 400 wickets. Hirst had ‘a quiet season’ 
by his reckoning. Yes, he only scored 1,752 runs and took 52 
wickets. PracBcally a failure!  
 

Worcestershire, of course, were not Yorkshire’s great rivals 
for honours as they have been in the 1960s but it is perhaps 
worth recalling that in the return match at Worcester in mid-
July 1900 they led Yorkshire by 48 on the first innings and 

then dropped the champions first four wickets for 27 in their 
second innings. 
Tunnicliffe, however, made 158, Haigh 71 and David Hunter 
58 not out and Lord Hawke was able to declare on the last 
aYernoon at 349 for eight, Yorkshire easily saving the match. 

May 20th, 1903 
M.C.C. v. LONDON COUNTY 
 

At this period first-class matches began on Mondays and 
Thursdays not Saturdays and Wednesdays and the first big 
showpiece of the 1903 season at Lord’s looked like being 
ruined by the heavy rain of the weekend.  
 

The ground was so saturated that not a ball could be bowled 
on Monday or Tuesday. The Wednesday brought a rapidly 
drying wind and sun and although the contest was reduced 
to a single day there was sBll a fairly good crowd to see 
London County take first innings. Not surprising when you 
consider that their opening batsmen were former captains 
of England and Australia—W. G. Grace and W. L. Murdoch.  
 

When Grace went for 25 and Murdoch for 20 there would 
inevitably be knowing nods and winks and remarks in 
sympatheBc tones about the old boys being past it but the 
next highest score was 8. J. T. Hearne finished with six for 30 
and London County were all out for 72. M.C.C. replied with 
150 but not one of their batsmen could improve on the 
veterans Grace and Murdoch and reach 30. 

When London County went in again Murdoch made 31 and 
the highest innings of the match but his partner ‘The Old 
Man’ fell for 10 and then TroH came on to bowl and no one 
could live against him. In seventy-six deliveries he took 
seven for 37 and Grace’s side were all out for 87. This leY 
M.C.C. to score 10 for victory and the pitch was so great a 
bowler’s paradise that they lost a wicket in reaching this 
nominal target. 

This was the season in which M.C.C. held a special meeBng 
to discuss the widening of the wicket from eight to nine 
inches. VoBng was 215 for, 199 against, but the proposal 
was lost as the requisite two thirds majority was not 
obtained. A pair of wicket-keeping gloves could be bought 
for as liHle as 3s. 6d. and a popular bat was ‘The Klynker’ 
retailing at 7s. 6d. A best quality ball would be about 5s. 6d., 
a Test star’s bat a guinea. A cigareHe maker in Cranbourn 
Street off Leicester Square, popular with M.C.C. members, 
did handsome EgypBans for 6s. 9d. per box of 100 and 

Over In A Day - Part 5

IT makes strange reading now but in the opening year of the 
century Yorkshire beat Worcestershire not in a day - but in an 
aVernoon. It was a dramaIc opening to a 14-year period ending 
in the suspension of first-class cricket for five years because of 
World War One. There were three other one-day finishes in that 
twilight period of the old world but only one was a championship 
fixture. 
Basil Easterbrook wrote a series of arIcles for Playfair Cricket 
Monthly in 1968 and 1969 on first-class matches that had been 
completed in a day. Here is part 5 of the series. 
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although the vote for women was sBll several years away 
the march of progress was plain for this same craYsman got 
Wisden to accept an adverBsement for gold Bpped 
cigareHes for ladies at 45s. per 1,000. This was also a Bme 
when the M.C.C.’s annual dinner was published in the list of 
first-class fixtures! 

July 20th, 1908 
MIDDLESEX v. PHILADELPHIANS 
 

In the summer of 1908 there was no Test series in England 
and the only touring side to play here was an American 
one rejoicing in the name of The Gentlemen of 
Philadelphia.  
 

They started in July and finished their programme before 
the end of August, playing a total of fourteen matches, ten 
of which were first-class. South Africa under P. W. Sherwell 
had come in 1907 and Australia led by Monty Noble were 
scheduled for 1909. Although it is fashionable not to paint a 
picture of our forebears as simple souls, undemanding and 
uncomplaining, the public of the Bme didn’t stand for this. 
Cricket fans everywhere boycoHed the Philadelphians’ 
matches, so much so that Wisden in 1909 commented drily 
‘If last summer they had to any extent depended on gate 
money to defray the cost of their trip they might have 
regreHed leaving home’. 

The tour began at Cardiff where in a three-day match 
against a selected South Wales side the Tourists won by 36 
runs. It is interesBng to recall that Norman Riches, Harry 
Creber and T. A. L. Whi]ngton who thirteen years later 
were to play leading parts in the launching of Glamorgan on 
to the heaving, tricky waters of first-class cricket all played 
for the Welsh side.  
 

The Philadelphians then moved on to Worcester where they 
beat the Midland County by 95 runs but then in their sBffest 
test to date at Southampton they lost by an innings to 
Hampshire and at Lord’s on July 20th, a fortnight aYer their 
tour began, any chance they might have had of proving 
some sort of aHracBon was in great measure destroyed 
when Middlesex fielding only a moderate side beat them in 
a day by seven wickets. The game was played on a slow 
treacherous pitch and the Philadelphian batsmen had hardly 
a clue in dealing with the bowling of Tarrant and TroH. These 

two bowled unchanged in both innings, Tarrant having 
match figures of ten for 46 and TroH nine for 59. 
The Tourists were dismissed for 58 and 55 and Middlesex 
made 92 and 24 for three. The match established a record 
with 33 wickets falling in a single day. 

August 26th, 1909 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE v. MIDDLESEX 

When Yorkshire beat Worcestershire in an a]ernoon at 
Bradford in 1900 England was involved in the Boer War. 
When Kent and Sussex began and finished their match at 
Tonbridge on June 21st, 1919, the First World War was 
over. In between those two games and a changed world just 
one championship fixture was completed in a day, that 
between Gloucestershire and Middlesex at Bristol at the end 
of the 1909 season. For the Western County it was an 
appalling end to a dreadful season. 

AYer having held office from the foundaBon of the County 
Club Dr E. M. Grace resigned the posiBon of secretary. His 
reBrement marked the end of an epoch. The Graces had 
made Gloucestershire but now no member of the family 
was associated with the club. Gilbert Jessop took over the 
secretaryship as well as the captaincy but early in July he 
broke down in the Test match at Leeds. He strained his back 
muscles so badly that he could not leave his room for 
several days and could not play again for the rest of the 
season.  
 

The County won only one game and when Middlesex came 
to Bristol for the final home match Gloucestershire were 
already doomed to finish wooden spoonists for the first 
Bme. The unwanted firsts were not yet finished with for 
they were dismissed for 33, the lowest score they had made 
at their headquarters ground. Tarrant the Middlesex all-
rounder enjoyed an astonishing match. He took seven for 18 
in 11-4 overs and then opening the Middlesex innings 
carried his bat for 55, the highest individual total of the 
match out of a total of 145. He followed this by taking six 
more wickets for 49 when Gloucestershire baHed a second 
Bme to give him match figures of 13 for 67 and held two 
catches. Gloucestershire were all out for 81 leaving 
Middlesex winners by an innings and 31 runs.

                                              Contact Details 
Telephone               07966 513171 or 01480 819272 
 

Email                        furmedgefamily@bBnternet.com 
 

Via Post                    PO Box 288,  Buckden,      
                                  Cambridgeshire, PE19 5YU

mailto:furmedgefamily@btinternet.com
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The Fourth West Indies team to visit England carried 
with it high expectaBons. From the first historic visit in 
1900 through subsequent tours in 1906 (the first to be 
accorded first-class status) and 1923, when 12 matches 
were won against seven defeats, it was felt that the 
Bme was then right for representaBve matches against 
England to be of Test Match status and accordingly 
three official Tests were arranged.  
 

Trial matches in Barbados took 
place early in the year to decide the 
places for this tour. R.K. Nunes was 
elected captain and the remainder 
of the selected party was:- F.R. 
MarBn and E.A. Rae (Jamaica); E.L. 
BartleH, G. Challenor, G.N. Francis, 
H.C. Griffith, E.L.G. Hoad 
(Barbados); C.R. Browne, J.M. 
NebleH, C.V. Wight (BriBsh Guiana); 
L.N. ConstanBne, G.A.R. Dewhurst, 
C.A. Roach, J.A. Small, W.H. St.Hill (Trinidad). Dewhurst 
subsequently dropped out and for some reason two 
further players were selected - O. C. ScoH (Jamaica) 
and M.P. Fernandes (BriBsh Guiana).  
 

The absence of Dewhurst, the wicket-keeper, was to 
prove a severe blow as Nunes had to take over and 
combine the duBes of wicketkeeper and captain. Seven 
of the players including the captain had been in the 
1923 party- Small, Francis, ConstanBne, Fernandes, 
Challenor and Browne - so that there was a degree of 
experience of English condiBons. R.H. MalleH, who had 
managed the 1923 team, was again appointed 
manager - this Bme with an assistant. 
The team sailed from Bridgetown on the R.M.S. Camito 
and arrived at Avonmouth, Bristol on April 16. Much 
was expected from George Challenor (the outstanding 
batsman on the previous tour with over 1,500 runs) 
and the fast bowler, Francis (82 wickets in 1923). 
ConstanBne had been an outstanding fielder, especially 
at cover, on the 1923 tour. The bowling otherwise 
would be shared by Fernandes, Small and Browne (all 
of whom had a fair previous tour) and the newcomer, 
Griffith, who was fast and accurate, together with 
ScoH, the leg-break bowler. Ba]ng strength, apart 
from Challenor, was looked for in the promising young 
players such as Roach and BartleH, the leY-hander, 
MarBn, Hoad, NebleH, Rae and St Hill, an aHracBve 
batsman of rich promise. 
However as is oYen the case, the high expectaBons 
were unfortunately not realised for a number of 
reasons, as will be seen. The fixture list was very 
comprehensive with 36 matches arranged, 30 of them 
to be first-class including the Test matches. Following a 
miserable two-day pre-tour match against H.M. 
MaBneau’s team in which they were bowled out for 

75, they beat Derbyshire in an exciBng finish by two 
wickets, aYer losing nine wickets for 
48 in the first innings. A number of 
draws followed, against Essex 
(ConstanBne made 130 in a high-
scoring match) and Surrey (Hobbs 
and Sandham put on an undefeated 
253 in three and a half hours in the 
second innings) but the tourists, 
due mainly to ConstanBne, 
managed to save the match. 
The cold and cheerless weather 

followed them around the country and this did not 
help their poor fielding - in parBcular the number of 
dropped catches prevented them from really pressing 
home any advantage the bowling may have achieved. 
Small made a century against Oxford University in 
another drawn game. The match against MCC was 
washed out with only 90 minutes play possible in the 
whole game. A strong MCC side which included 
Jardine, Chapman, and Hendren had been chosen. A 
number of minor matches were played in the period 
leading up to the First Test - Norfolk, Northumberland 
(who were beaten by an innings) and Ireland who 
inflicted the first defeat on these tourists. 
 

There followed a remarkable win over Middlesex 
(albeit aYer they declared their first innings) with an 
extraordinary all-round performance from Learie 
ConstanBne, who had torn a muscle in the game 
against Surrey and was by no means fully fit but he 
played against doctor’s advice. In the first innings, he 
drove and pulled brilliantly to make 86 out of 107 in 
less than an hour going in at 79-5 and then in the 
Middlesex second innings took 7-57, five clean bowled. 
Finally, set 259 to win, he produced another wonderful 
display of controlled hi]ng to give the West Indies 
victory-his 103* came out of 133 in an hour. Wisden 
reports that, ‘Hearne in stopping a drive from 
ConstanBne damaged a finger so badly that he could 
play no more cricket last season’. Sir Pelham Warner 
recalled what a splendid sight ConstanBne was in full 
flow and in his book Lord’s 1787-1945 said that two of 
his strokes in this innings he would remember to his 
dying day. 
By contrast, this first Test match between the two 
countries at Lord’s was a very one-sided affair and 
extremely disappoinBng for the West Indies. (Cont’d on 
page 9)

The Fourth West Indians

I was hoping to publish this arBcle prior to the start of the 
England v West Indies series last summer, but permission 
did not come through in Bme. WriHen by W.L.A. Coleman 
it first appeared in The InternaBonal, a cricket publicaBon 
that ran for three years in Barbados. Coleman celebrates 
the first official West Indies Test match tour of 1928.
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Outplayed in every department, the match 
lasted barely three days, finishing in miserable 
condiBons in front of a handful of spectators. 
Ernest Tyldesley made a century but the English 
openers, Sutcliffe and Hallows, were apparently 
hit frequently by the fast bowlers. At one stage 
in their second innings, the West Indies were 
114-6 but Small and Browne came together to 
put some respectability to the innings defeat. 
The aHendance for the match was good with 
over 20,000 present on each of the first two days. 
Pu]ng this defeat behind them they trounced 
Northants by an innings with another remarkable 
ConstanBne effort - 13 wickets and 107 in the match.  
 

AYer holding Lancashire to a draw the tourists 
collapsed completely against a strong Yorkshire side to 
58 all out, their lowest of the tour. The match against 
NoHs at Trent Bridge was memorable for the presence 
on the last day of King George V and Queen Mary. Both 
teams were presented to His Majesty. Against 
Staffordshire, the tourists came up against S.F. Barnes, 
then aged 52, for the first Bme and ConstanBne 
completed his 1,000 runs for the tour by hi]ng Barnes 
for six. A heavy defeat by Warwickshire followed and a 
high-scoring draw with Worcestershire was strangely 
limited to two days because of the impending second 
Test. 
The Second Test at Old Trafford followed a similar 
paHern to the First. The match finished early on the 
third day and the West Indies again lost by an innings. 
The strong England side, including Hammond, 
Chapman, Hobbs, Sutcliffe and Tate, proved altogether 
too much for the West Indies who, it must be said, did 
not help themselves with an alarming number of 
dropped catches, poor throwing-in and a feeble 
second innings collapse. For the second Bme on the 
tour, the tourists in their next game came up against 
Sydney Barnes who for some reason was appearing for 
Wales and taking 12 wickets for 118 bowled them to 
victory by eight wickets. 
There followed a number of matches against the 
counBes which were abandoned as draws due to the 
wretched weather. The Third and final Test at The Oval 
resulted in yet another innings defeat to complete a 
miserable first series for the West Indies. Jack Hobbs 
made 159 in the England total of 438 and the wickets 
were shared by Larwood, Tate and Freeman. 
The tour sBll had about a month to run but with the 
Test series completed there seemed to be liHle public 
interest. Highlights of the final matches include a 
heavy innings defeat by Sussex directly aYer the final 
Test and this by a side without Duleepsinhji and other 
key players. In the draw with Hampshire their captain, 
the Hon. Lionel Tennyson, made 217, his highest ever 
score, in a stand of 311 with Newman. 
The high point of the tour was undoubtedly the defeat 
of Kent by 201 runs in a splendid all-round 

performance with Griffith taking 11 wickets for 
118, his best of the tour. However this was 
followed by another innings defeat, this Bme by 
Harlequins who scored 676 for 8 declared with 
C.H. KnoH making 261 not out. Further defeats 
by an England XI and H.D.G. Leveson-Gower’s 
XI completed the tour. Of the 30 first-class 
fixtures, five had been won, 12 lost and 13 
drawn. 
 

The failure of the West Indies in the Test 
matches was disappoinBng for cricket generally at that 
Bme as it was felt that England would be more severly 
tested and the public had expected a more evenly 
fought series. ConstanBne (Pictured above), for all his 
brilliance on the tour, failed inexplicably in the Tests, 
scoring only 89 runs in six innings, and his five wickets 
cost 52 runs apiece! Challenor, then aged 40, was a 
shadow of the player of 1923 and the feebleness of 
the ba]ng can be seen in that their highest individual 
score of the Test series was only 53.  
 

The bowling although adequate lacked any real 
penetraBon and a number of the younger players both 
batsmen and bowlers did not perform nearly as well as 
expected. Their fielding also let them down badly. 
ConstanBne, MarBn, Challenor and Roach completed 
1,000 runs for the tour and ConstanBne also took 107 
wickets at an average of 22. Griffith took 76 wickets 
and Small 50. ConstanBne’s success led to his 
acceptance of an offer as professional for the 
Lancashire League club Nelson and reputedly made 
him one of the highest paid cricketers. 
Unlike some of their modern counterparts, these West 
Indians were a touring team in the full sense of the 
word. They played almost conBnuously from the 
beginning of May to mid-September from one end of 
the country to the other taking in fixtures at Dublin, 
Sunderland, Newcastle and Norwich for example. 
ConstanBne wrote about this tour in his first book 
Cricket and I, published in 1933, for which Neville 
Cardus wrote a preface and he admits that the team 
did not play anything like as well as they could. There 
was an overall feeling that they had let down their 
supporters in the West Indies. InteresBngly, aYer his 
famous performances against Middlesex, ConstanBne 
recalls receiving a standing ovaBon from the crowd but 
he found this ‘extremely embarrassing’. 
A disappoinBng tour then in retrospect but these 
tourists were a popular and entertaining side in true 
West Indian fashion. The tour actually made a profit of 
some £2,000 due mainly to the revenue from the Test 
matches. 
Although official Test status had been achieved, the 
West Indies had to wait unBl 1950 for their first win in 
England but this historic event would have seemed a 
long way into the future for these 1928 tourists. 
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It could not happen now. In winter Ken Taylor played 
football for Huddersfield Town. In summer he played 
cricket for Yorkshire. And all the while he was training 
as an ar=st, first at the Huddersfield Art School, then 
at the Slade School of Fine Art in London.  
 

His older brother Jeff combined playing football for 
Fulham with studying for a geography degree 
at London University; then he went to the 
Royal Academy of Music and became an opera 
singer. 
Their father worked in the weaving trade, 
repairing looms, while their maternal 
grandfather was a ventriloquist who had a 
Punch and Judy show on Blackpool beach. 
They were like many boys in Huddersfield, 
playing their sport in the ginnels that ran 
between the houses, and the young Ken was 
excepBonally fortunate to aHend SBle 
Common School where the headmaster Wally 
Heap - with no key stage tests and naBonal 
curriculum to worry about -believed in finding 
a boy’s talent and developing it. 
“We played cricket with him in the school yard with a 
cork ball and no pads, up against a dustbin,” Ken 
remembers. “You baHed Bll you were out. You went in 
at break, then back at lunchBme. Then in winter we 
used to play football against the staff at the local 
recreaBon ground. We had to mark out the lines with 
sawdust that we collected from a local cabinet maker. 
It was a wonderful school. Regardless of what you 
were good at, Wally Heap nurtured it. There were 120 
children, and one term we had 100% aHendance.” 
In 1950, on leaving school, he went on the ground staff 
at Huddersfield Town: “Cleaning the boots, digging up 
the pitch on Monday morning.” He joined on the same 
day as Ray Wilson who, 16 years later, would be the 
leY-back in England's World Cup winning team. But in 
those early days Wilson was an inside forward, making 
liHle impression, and he was overshadowed by Ken 
who made his first team debut at 18, marking Billy 
Liddell in front of 50,000 at Anfield.  
 

A year later Ken was called up for the England 
Under-23s. 
“If things had worked out differently,” Ray Wilson says, 
“Ken could even have been playing with me in the 
World Cup. But cricket called him, too.” 
 

The young batsman made his Yorkshire debut at 17, 
won his cap at 21 and was in the England side at 23, 
opening the ba]ng against India with Arthur Milton. 
 

These were Bmes when many county cricketers could 
be found on the football field in winter, and both 
Milton and Willie Watson were double internaBonals. 
MJK Smith played rugby union for England, and Ted 

Dexter was only prevented by his 
crickeBng commitments from playing golf 
for Great Britain in the Walker Cup. 

“Playing two sports,” Ken thinks, “was 
quite Bring physically, especially aYer I 
got to my mid-20s, but mentally it was 
less demanding. If I didn’t get any runs, I 
would think, ‘I’ll be back playing football 
soon,’ and that made it easier for me.” 
But his father was a hardworking 
Yorkshireman, and he wanted his son to 
have a career. “You can’t play games for 
ever,” he would say and, within two years 
of joining Huddersfield Town, Ken 
became a full-Bme art student, his 

football limited to three nights training and a match on 
Saturday aYernoon. Then in 1956, when he was 21, he 
gained a place at the Slade, accepted by Sir William 
Coldstream. 
In winter he combined an art student’s life in London 
with two nights on the Brentord training ground with 
his brother Jeff. Then on Friday evenings he would 
catch the train to wherever Huddersfield were playing 
and join up with the team, among them Denis Law. 
Their manager was the tough-talking Scotsman, Bill 
Shankly. What did he think of Ken studying art? “He 
couldn’t even understand my playing cricket. He called 
it a lass’s game.” 
But Ken was a tough footballer, a centre-half who gave 
no quarter, unlucky not to play for England where 
Walter WinterboHom’s 2-3-5 formaBon was very 
different from the fluid man-to-man marking that 
Shankly adopted. Not that Ken was ever briefed about 
the opposing centre-forward. “Shankly told us never to 
read the programme. He said we’d be marking the 
name, not the player on the field. ‘“Don’t worry about 
them,’ he used to say. ‘They’re not fit to be on the park 
with you.” 
 

Ken also had a short spell as a centre-forward, scoring 
four goals against West Ham, but his most dramaBc 
match was at Charlton. “Derek UYon the Kent 
wicketkeeper dislocated his shoulder, and they were 
down to 10 men for most of the game. 
We were 5-1 up at half-Bme, and we lost 7-6. They had 
this leY-winger, and every Bme he hit the ball, it went 
in the net. Shankly didn’t speak to us for a week 
aYerwards.” 

Triple talented Tyke 

Ken Taylor played football under Bill Shankly and 
cricket for Yorkshire and England. But all the while he 
was training to be an arBst. 
Thank you to Phil Harris who sent in the arBcle below, 
wriHen by Stephen Chalke. Stephen also wrote ‘Ken 
Taylor - Drawn To Sport.’ 
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As a cricketer Ken was a good enough batsman to play 
three Bmes for England: twice in 1959 against India, 
then in 1964 when a superb 160 at Sheffield against 
the touring Australians brought him a recall. But he 
broke a finger in the Test, and his chance passed again.  
 

According to Jim Swanton, he had the potenBal to be a 
good Test cricketer - but not the luck. “His cricket,” 
Swanton wrote, “suffered from his career as a 
footballer giving him a shortened season and possibly 
somewhat diluBng his ambiBon.” 

His straight drives owed much to the narrowness of 
the ginnels where he baHed as a child and, unlike most 
Yorkshiremen, he could play wrist spin, as a result of 
the hours in front of the school dustbin when he faced 
his teacher Colin Garthwaite, the old Cleckheaton pro. 
He was one of the great cover fielders of his 
generaBon, and for some years his seam bowling was a 
valuable opBon for Yorkshire. “Then Closey became 
captain. Whenever Ray Illingworth said to him, ‘Why 
don’t you put Ken on?’, he’d say, ‘I’ll have a go.’ I hardly 
bowled.” 
He was a key member of the Yorkshire side that won 
seven championships between 1959 and 1968, when 

he reBred aYer taking a benefit. It was in that last year 
that he reported back to Headingley sporBng an 
arBst’s beard. Brian Sellers the chairman was not 
impressed. “Take that bloody thing off," he barked, “or 
you’re not playing for Yorkshire again.” 
There followed a lifeBme of art teaching and cricket 
coaching, briefly in South Africa, then for over 30 years 
in north Norfolk. Now he is only teaching part-Bme, 
and there is more opportunity to engage in his own art 
work - ranging from large pastel portraits of 
sportsmen, that somehow capture their movement, to 
evocaBve drawings of buildings and landscapes, from 
the mills of his childhood to the village churches and 
grand houses of Norfolk. 
“His fault,” Michael Parkinson wrote, “was that he 
shrugged off the giYs he was granted as if perturbed 
by their abundance. He had it in him to be a 
permanent fixture in the England cricket side.” 
But Ken has no great regrets. “I might have done beHer 
if I hadn’t done so many things. But I’ve been a very 
lucky man. I’ve had to work hard, but I’ve always 
enjoyed what I’ve done.” 
“So it’s never felt like work.” 

Here is a new quiz that will hopefully keep you busy for a minute or two and congratulaBons to the 172 of you who answered 
all the previous quesBons correctly. All winners have been noBfied and prizes sent. 
Owing to the fabulous response I am upping the prizes for this quiz… From all the fully-correct entries received ten names will 
be drawn out and each will receive a copy of the November issue of Wisden Cricket Monthly and two even luckier winners will 
each receive a £25 Wisdenworld GiY Voucher. In the interests of transparency all winners names will be published in the next 
VW. 
The closing date is Sunday November 1st 
 

Here you go: 

1: To what/whom is Lawrence Booth referring ‘ One batsman couldn’t watch, the other could barely 
see.’ 
2: Which country holds the Test match record for the highest wicket partnership? 
3: Name all the ways a batsman can be dismissed 
4: When was the first women’s cricket World Cup 
5: Who said ‘Batsmen are the darlings of the commi<ee’s; bowlers are cricket’s labourers.’ 
A) Sir Donald Bradman. B) Sir Viv Richards or C) Sir Ian Botham 
              All correct answers please either by email or normal mail - details on Page 6. 

The quesBons and answers answers to the last quiz. 
1: Which four counBes were the beaten Quarter-Finalists in this years Vitality Blast?  
Kent, Leicestershire, Sussex and Northamptonshire 
2: Name three West Indies cricketers who have received a Knighthood? 
There have been 13: Frank Worrell, Gary Sobers, Clyde Walcod, Everton Weekes, Conrad Hunte, Viv Richards, Rev. Wes Hall, 
Curtly Ambrose, Andy Roberts, Richie Richardson, Charlie Griffith, Clive Lloyd, Gordon Greenidge. 
3: What was played for the first Bme on January 5th 1971? 
The first one-day InternaIonal match - Australia v England. 
4: In what year was the first ediBon of The Cricketer published? 
1921 
5: Victoria scored 1107 in an innings, against whom? 
New South Wales 
6: How many overs a side was the GilleHe Cup CompeBBon in 1963? 
65-overs per side. 


